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Draycote Water Sailing Club Ltd. and

Severn Trent Water Ltd

The Approach
The potential of a Visitors Centre at Draycote Water is nothing new.

A previous approach by Severn Trent was in 1992 with their announcement of plans to build such a centre on
the site of the Fishing Lodge. This foundered due to lack of funds.

However, it is clear that Severn Trent Water Lid. are still under pressure to provide better access for the public
to reservoirs such as Draycote Water and are responding to these pressures as can be seen by the
developments at Carsington and Shustoke.

The current approach by Severn Trent to the Draycote Water Sailing Club to form a partnership and develop a
joint Visitors Centre/ Sailing Club is much more robust with the possibility of funding from the Sports Council
Lottery Funding organisation.

The diary of progress is as follows:-

1996

February ,

Severn Trent Water Ltd., proposed a single building housing the Visitors Centre and the Sailing Club. The
existing clubhouse would form the kernel of this new building and be retained by the Sailing Club whilst the
extension to the south and east would form the Visitors Centre. The architects impression showed a marked
resemblance to that published in the February 1992 Bulletin.

The Negotiating Group, made up of the Flag Officers and the Club Secretary noted the views of Severn Trent
Water Ltd., and responded with the General Committees’ views on the needs of the Club and a wish list drawn
from the sub-committees short and medium term development plans. All suggestions were based on the
General Committees' perception of DWSC becoming a regional centre of excellence. ( This is fundamental to
DWSC applying, in its own right, for Sports Council Lottery Funding.)

April

Severn Trent Water Ltd advised the Sailing Club that the initiai set of designs were not suitable from their
perspective in terms of the use as a Visitors Centre. Subsequently, Severn Trent instructed their architects to
rethink the plans. Severn Trent restated their commitment to the concept of Draycote Water both as a
significant visitor destination and a regional centre of excellence for formal water based activities,

June

Sevem Trent Water Ltd tabled a set of plans (Plans 1) which entailed the the construction of a new building to
the east of the present clubhouse and the demolition of the present clubhouse building. Severn Trent also
suggested their ideas on joint usage and the partnership needed to gain Sports Council Lottery Funding. The
General Committee rejected the plans as being inadequate to meet the needs of a sailing club such as DWSC
and voiced the changes that would be needed to allow the General Commitiee to place the proposals before
the membership.

September

Severn Trent Water Ltd., tabled a revised set of plans (Plans 2) which took into account our criticisms. The
General Committee believed that with some optimisation, these plans have potential and are sufficient to place
before the membership.




The Present

The Negotiating Committee continue to meet with Severn Trent Water Ltd., in order to explore all aspects of a
potentiai joint Visitor Centre/Sailing Club. Further meetings will be held with the other participants in the
development - the Sports Council, Warwickshire County Council and Rugby District Council in due course.

Headings presently under review and the subject of intense examination are:-

The Site
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# The DWSC Articles of Association
¥ Residual value of existing building
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‘Responsibilities - during planning and building

Lease
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Proportions?

Proportions?

Other ideas



